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1 Introduction 

This Pre-Application Community Consultation (PACC) Report outlines how RES, hereinafter referred to as the 

Applicant has engaged with the local community to inform them about the proposed Ballyross Battery Energy 

Storage System, hereinafter referred to as the Proposed Development.  

It explains how and when the community was consulted before the planning application was submitted to Mid 

and East Antrim Borough Council, hereinafter referred to as the LPA, and how this consultation has shaped the 

Proposed Development. 

The PACC Report summarises those activities undertaken, details how comments received from the community 

were considered and sets out if any consequent changes or mitigating measures have been included in the 

proposal. 

The consultation activities described within this Report demonstrates how PACC has been undertaken in 

accordance with requirements in respect of same, set out in the Planning Act (NI) 2011, Regulation 5 of the 

Planning (Development Management) Regulation (NI) 2015 and other relevant guidance including Development 

Management Practice Notice 10 – Pre-Application Community Consultation.  

 

1.1 Proposed Development 

Construction and operation of a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) facility, consisting of battery storage 

enclosures, PCS/inverter units, associated substation infrastructure, CCTV and lighting columns, palisade and 

acoustic fencing, access tracks, drainage systems including attenuation ponds and other ancillary works. 

 

2 The Applicant’s commitment to consultation 

The Applicant is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company, working across 24 countries and 

active in wind, solar, battery energy storage, green hydrogen, transmission and distribution. As an industry 

innovator for over 40 years, the Applicant has delivered more than 28GW of renewable energy projects across 

the globe and supports 43GW of operational assets worldwide for a large client base.  

The Applicant is committed to finding effective and appropriate ways of engaging with all its stakeholders, 

including local residents and community organisations, and believes that the views of local people are an 

integral part of the development process. 

The Applicant is also committed to developing long term relationships with the communities around its 

projects, proactively seeking ways in which it can support and encourage community involvement in social and 

environmental projects near its developments. The Applicant is the power behind a clean energy future where 

everyone has access to affordable zero carbon energy and brings together global experience, passion, and the 

innovation of 4,500 people to transform the way energy is generated, stored and supplied. 
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3 Statutory requirements and best practice guidance 

On 1 July 2015 a statutory duty on developers to consult with the local community, in advance of submitting a 

planning application for major and regionally significant development proposals, was introduced.  

The legislation requires developers to submit a Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) a minimum of 12 weeks 

before submitting a formal planning application for Major applications. The PAN explains how a prospective 

applicant will engage with the local community and sets out a timetable for the engagement. Once a planning 

authority receives a PAN, they have 21 days to consider the proposal.  

The Applicant submitted a PAN to the LPA on 11 December 2024. The submitted information included details of 

the site location, the type of consultation methods that would be undertaken, with whom, and within what 

distance from the site.  

On 11 December 2024,  the Applicant received a response stating that the LPA had reviewed the PAN and 

considered that it contained sufficient information with regards to community consultation measures and, 

therefore, it was compliant with Section 27 of the Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011.  

 

4 Consultation methodology 

The purpose of pre-application community consultation is to improve, where possible, the quality of the 

proposed planning application by considering public opinions and addressing, wherever possible, any issues 

raised by stakeholders. It is also intended that any interested stakeholders have access to up-to-date and 

accurate information regarding the Proposed Development and the opportunity to provide feedback to be 

considered prior to the proposed planning application being finalised and submitted. 

 

4.1 Community and stakeholder mapping 

This section details the key local stakeholders that the Applicant identified and consulted with during the pre-

application community consultation process. Prior to the start of the consultation, the Applicant undertook 

desktop research to develop a comprehensive understanding of the key stakeholders to engage with. This 

research involved identifying local stakeholders located around the site of the Proposed Development. 

The stakeholder groups identified included: 

• Members for Knockagh District Electoral Area (DEA) of Mid and East Antrim Borough Council 

• Members of Legislative Assembly (MLAs) and Member of Parliament (MP) for the East Antrim 

constituency 

• Residential and business properties within 2.5km of the site  

• Community groups within a minimum radius of 5km from site. 

 

4.2 Consultation 

As set out in Section 3 of this report, the formal consultation began on 11 December 2024 when the PAN was 

issued to the LPA. A combination of methods was used to inform the community and stakeholders about the 

Proposed Development and, subsequently, to ascertain their views. 
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In line with the legislative requirements, any public notices included a statement advising that comments made 

to the Applicant were not representations to the determining authority (the LPA) and that if the Applicant 

submitted an application there would then be an opportunity to make representations on the application to the 

determining authority at a later stage. 

 

4.3 Letter emailed to elected representatives – 11 December 2024 

The Applicant wrote to the Knockagh DEA members and MLAs and MP for the East Antrim constituency, to 

advise them that the Applicant was investigating the potential for a battery energy storage development at the 

site location and would commence a number of consultation activities shortly - including setting up a dedicated 

project website and holding a public exhibition to gather people’s feedback on the proposal. 

The letter also invited these representatives to contact the Applicant if they wished to arrange a meeting to 

discuss the proposal.  A copy of the letter can be found at Appendix A. 

 

4.4 Project website – 11 December 2024 

On 11 December 2024, a project website was launched at www.ballyross-energystorage.co.uk containing 

information on the Proposed Development as well as contact details for the project team to facilitate direct 

engagement.   

The project website remains live and will be updated when the planning submission is validated, to include 

links to all planning application documentation. 

 

4.5 Newsletter emailed to elected representatives – 8 January 2025 

On 8 January 2025 the Applicant emailed a copy of the newsletter found at Appendix B, advertising the 

upcoming public exhibition event, to the Knockagh DEA members and MLAs and MP for the East Antrim 

constituency.  

 

4.6 Pre-exhibition advertising – 9 January 2025 

The Applicant placed an advertisement which appeared in the Larne Times on 9 January 2025 to help raise 

awareness of the upcoming public exhibition event. A copy of the advertisement can be found at Appendix C. 

 

4.7 Community pre-exhibition newsletter mailing – 9 January 2025 

On 9 January 2025 the Applicant sent a newsletter, advertising the upcoming public exhibition event, to 472 

residential and business properties identified within 2.5km and 12 community groups within 5km of the 

Proposed Development. A copy of the newsletter can be found at Appendix B. 

 

 

http://www.ballyross-energystorage.co.uk/
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4.8 Public Exhibition – 23 January 2025 

The public exhibition took place on 23 January 2025 between 4 and 8pm at Gleno Young Farmers Club, Gleno, 

Larne, BT40 3LJ. 

Approximately 32 people attended the public exhibition, and a copy of the information boards presented at the 

public exhibition can be found at Appendix D.   

   

Figure 1 – public exhibition at Gleno Young Farmers Club 

All of the information provided on the information boards at the public exhibition was also available on the 

project website at www.ballyross-energystorage.co.uk from the date of the exhibition on 23 January 2025.   

For people without internet access, hard copies of the public exhibition material were made available upon 

request. No requests for hard copies were received.  

To encourage feedback from people about renewable energy and battery energy storage in general a comment 

form was available. This form was made available as a hard copy to submit at the public exhibition as well as on 

the project website where it could be submitted online, by email or by post. A copy of the comment form can be 

found at Appendix E. 

The consultation period for feedback on the proposal ran from 23 January 2025 to 7 February 2025. A total of 

seven completed comment forms were received by the Applicant. A summary of the answers received to the 

closed questions on the comment form is provided in section 4.2.8. 

At all stages of the consultation process the Applicant set out clearly the purpose of the consultation and 

emphasised that comments made were not representations to the determining authority (the LPA) and that 

there would be the opportunity for representations to be made to the determining authority once the planning 

application was submitted.  

 

 

 

http://www.ballyross-energystorage.co.uk/
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4.9 Summary of responses to questions on submitted comment 

form – seven respondents 

1.1 How did you find out about our public exhibition? 

 

1.2 Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe 

your knowledge of the proposed Ballyross Battery Energy 

Storage System? 

  

1.3 Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel 

you have increased your understanding of the proposed 

Ballyross Battery Energy Storage System? 

1.4 What part of the public exhibition did you find most 

useful? 

 
 

  

Newsletter 

through 

the door

71%

Word of 

mouth

29%

Knew quite 

a lot

14%

Knew a 

little

28%

Knew very 

little

29%

Knew 

nothing at 

all

29%

A lot

14%

Quite a lot

43%A little

29%

Very little

14%

Ability to 

ask RES 

questions 

14%

No answer

86%
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2.1 How do you feel in general about the Ballyross Battery 

Energy Storage System proposal? 

2.2 What do you think about the proposed preliminary 

layout of the Ballyross Battery Energy Storage System? 

  

4.1 Do you agree that we are facing a global climate change 

emergency? 

4.2 Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable 

sources, and reducing our reliance on fossil fuels, can help 

towards tackling the issue of climate change?  
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I am 

neutral

57%

I am 

opposed

14%

I am happy 
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29%

I am 

neutral 
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the 

proposed 

layout

57%

I have 

concerns 

about the 

proposed 

layout

14%

I strongly 

agree

29%

I agree

14%

I don't 

know

43%

I strongly 

disagree

14%

I strongly 

agree

28%

I agree

43%

I don't 

know

29%
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4.3 Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable 

sources will provide great energy independence and 

security for Northern Ireland? 

4.4 Do you agree or disagree that we need to develop 

battery energy storage projects to create a more stable and 

secure electricity system, supporting the rollout of zero 

carbon energy? 

  

  

4.10 Letter emailed to elected representatives – 14 March 2025 

On 14 March 2025, the Applicant wrote to the Knockagh DEA members and MLAs and MP for the East Antrim 

constituency advising that since the public exhibition in January 2025, where the Applicant presented the 

preliminary plans for the Proposed Development, they had been refining and improving the preliminary design, 

which would continue to sit sensitively within the existing landscape whilst maximising the battery energy 

storage potential. The letter went on to advise that the Applicant was now bringing forward a revised scheme 

and have submitted a new Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) to the LPA. 

On 14 March 2025 the LPA confirmed they had reviewed the new PAN and considered that it contained sufficient 

information with regards to community consultation measures and, therefore, it was compliant with Section 27 

of the Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011.  

 

4.11 Newsletter emailed to elected representatives – 16 April 2025 

On 16 April 2025 the Applicant emailed a copy of the newsletter found at Appendix F, advertising an upcoming 

public exhibition event, to the Knockagh DEA members and MLAs and MP for the East Antrim constituency. 

 

4.12 Pre-exhibition advertising – 17 April 2025 

The Applicant placed an advertisement which appeared in the Larne Times on 17 April 2025 to help raise 

awareness of the upcoming public exhibition event. A copy of the advertisement can be found at Appendix G. 
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4.13 Community pre-exhibition newsletter mailing – 17 April 2025 

On 17 April 2025 the Applicant sent a newsletter, advertising the upcoming public exhibition event, to 472 

residential and business properties identified within 2.5km and 12 community groups within 5km of the 

Proposed Development. A copy of the newsletter can be found at Appendix F. 

 

4.14  Public Exhibition – 29 April 2025 

The public exhibition took place between 4pm and 8pm on 29 April 2025 at Gleno Young Farmers Club, Gleno, 

Larne, BT40 3LJ. 

Approximately 25 people attended the public exhibition, and a copy of the information boards presented at the 

public exhibition can be found at Appendix H.   

 

Figure 2 – public exhibition at Gleno Young Farmers Club 

All of the information provided on the information boards at the public exhibition was also available on the 

project website at www.ballyross-energystorage.co.uk from the date of the information sessions on 29 April 

2025.   

A comment form was provided at the public information sessions as well as online, to encourage feedback from 

people about the updated proposal. The comment form was made available as a hard copy to submit at the 

public information sessions as well as on the project website where it could be submitted online, by email or by 

post. A copy of the comment form can be found at Appendix I.  

The consultation period for feedback on the proposal ran from 29 April 2025 to 17 May 2025. A total of four 

completed comment forms were received by the Applicant. A summary of the answers received to the closed 

questions on the comment form is provided in section 4.2.11. 

At all stages of the consultation process the Applicant set out clearly the purpose of the consultation and 

emphasised that comments made were not representations to the determining authority (the LPA) and that 

there would be the opportunity for representations to be made to the determining authority once the planning 

application was submitted.  

 

http://www.ballyross-energystorage.co.uk/
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4.15 Summary of responses to questions on submitted comment 

form – four respondents 

1.1 How did you find out about our public exhibition? 1.2 Before visiting the exhibition how would you describe 

your knowledge of the proposed Ballyross Battery Energy 

Storage System? 

  

1.3 Having visited the exhibition, to what extent do you feel 

you have increased your understanding of the proposed 

Ballyross Battery Energy Storage System? 

2.1 How do you feel in general about the revised Ballyross 

Battery Energy Storage System proposal? 
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2.2 What do you think about the revised layout of the 

Ballyross Battery Energy Storage System? 

4.1 Do you agree that we are facing a global climate change 

emergency? 

 

 

 

4.2 Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable 

sources, and reducing our reliance on fossil fuels, can help 

towards tackling the issue of climate change? 

4.3 Do you agree that generating electricity from renewable 

sources will provide great energy independence and 

security for Northern Ireland? 

  

4.4 Do you agree or disagree that we need to develop 

battery energy storage projects to create a more stable and 

secure electricity system, supporting the rollout of zero 

carbon energy? 
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4.16 Meetings with elected representatives – 7 January, 24 January, 

2 May & 11 June 2025 

On 7 and 24 January 2025 respectively, the Applicant met with two MLAs to discuss the preliminary Proposed 

Development, answer any questions and listen to feedback. A copy of the presentation given by the Applicant at 

the meeting can be found at Appendix J. 

On 2 May 2025, the Applicant met with the MP for the East Antrim constituency to discuss the revised Proposed 

Development, answer any questions and listen to feedback.  

On 11 June 2025, the Applicant met for a second time with a MLA to discuss the revised Proposed Development, 

answer any questions and listen to feedback. A copy of the presentation given by the Applicant at the meeting 

can be found at Appendix K. 

 

4.17 Other consultation responses 

The Applicant also responded to any queries received in relation to the Proposed Development, by email, 

telephone and in-person, from the local community, stakeholders and statutory consultees throughout the pre-

application period.  

 

5 Summary of consultation 

In summary, a range of engagement and communication activities were undertaken as part of the pre-

application community consultation - reaching both local stakeholders as well as audiences in the wider area. 

This activity included: 

• Letters to elected representatives; 

• Advertisement for the public exhibition in the local press; 

• Newsletter informing local residents and elected representatives about the public exhibition; 

• Public exhibition and follow-up public information sessions; 

• Project website. 

This form of pre-application community consultation is in accordance with The Planning (Development 

Management) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015.  

All feedback received during the pre-application consultation period, through all consultation activities, has 

been considered by the Applicant throughout the design iteration and pre-planning stages of the Proposed 

Development. A summary of feedback, issues and concerns raised, together with the Applicant’s response to 

each can be found in section 7. 
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6 Feedback and applicant’s response  

The Applicant believes in meaningful and effective consultation, to facilitate constructive dialogue with 

stakeholders and the community. All feedback received through the pre-application consultation activities has 

been considered, as part of the iterative design process. 

The feedback received during the pre-application phase of the Proposed Development, is summarised below 

together with the Applicant’s response. 

Sample of comments received Applicant’s response to feedback 

Need for the development 

“I understand the need. I think with anything 

like this, you feel apprehensive.” 

“I strongly agree that energy storage is 

particularly important to facilitate the use of 

wasted wind energy.” 

“Waste of money as customers will have to pay 

extra” 

 

 

The way in which we use, and generate, electricity is 

changing. Our electricity system is in a transitionary 

period to manage the increasingly complex supply and 

demand needs of the 21st Century, and battery energy 

storage systems (BESS) provide an important role in 

this.  

BESS technology supports the variable generation of 

renewable energy technologies by playing an important 

balancing and grid stability role. BESS helps support the 

network operator by storing energy at times when 

generation exceeds demand and releasing electricity 

back to the grid network when demand exceeds 

generation. Battery energy storage is considered the 

fastest technology for responding to a sudden spike in 

demand or an abrupt loss of supply. BESS can also 

provide grid stability (frequency of the grid) services on a 

second-by-second basis as well as providing additional 

network capacity, particularly at times of network stress. 

BESS is essential to enabling and accelerating the rollout 

of zero carbon energy. Increasing its installed capacity 

will be vital to deliver a reliable, resilient, decarbonised 

electricity system for the future. 

BESS has a key role in cost-effectively decarbonising the 

power sector by 2030. They help to balance the 

electricity system at a lower cost by maximising the 

output of variable generation as well as minimising both 

network upgrades and the need for new infrastructure. 

Short-duration flexibility offered by technologies such as 

BESS, could reduce energy system costs by up to £10bn 

per year by 20501 through minimising the need for new 

peaking generation, such as expensive gas, and network 

assets. 

 

1 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/60f57aade90e0764cd98a0a3/smart-systems-appendix-i-electricity-system-flexibility-

modelling.pdf 
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Traffic and access 

“[What are] the expected traffic implications 

for nearby residents” 

“What happens if there is damage to the 

road?” 

 

A Transport Statement accompanies the planning 

application, which outlines the overall framework for 

managing the safe movement of construction and 

delivery traffic. 

The Applicant has taken account of feedback from the 

local community, altering the proposed delivery route to 

use the B58 Carrickfergus Road instead of the Castle 

Road through Ballynure. 

It is proposed that all equipment and construction 

material deliveries shall take the following route to site: 

• Leave A8 towards B58 

• Follow B58 until it turns into Watch Hill Rd 

• Turn into Ballyvallagh Road 

• Approach site through new site access tracks 

During pre-application consultation with stakeholders, 

the need for passing places/widened sections has not 

been identified within the proposed delivery transport 

route. Narrower sections of the Ballyvallagh Road could 

accommodate passing places/widened sections if 

required, any such locations would be identified and 

agreed prior to the start of construction. 

The Transport Statement sets out expected vehicle 

movements throughout the anticipated 20-month 

construction period. It is expected that there will be a 

daily maximum of approximately 20 HGV deliveries (40 

HGV movements). 

The construction contractor will conduct a pre-

construction and post-construction road condition 

survey to the agreed extents either side of the access 

point, with the contractor liable to repair any damage 

caused to the public roads as result of the construction 

of the Proposed Development. 

Once operational, the Proposed Development will be 

remotely controlled and as such will be unmanned. 

Operational vehicle movements are on average once a 

month by car, van or light goods vehicle, to carry out 

regular inspections and routine maintenance. Parking 

for these visits will be accommodated on site. 
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Landscape and visual 

“Hope I can't see it too well from my house” 

“With the ecological planting, etc, I would think 

that the site would not be too visible in the 

local environment” 

 

 

A Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) 

accompanies the planning application identifies and 

determines the effects on landscape character, 

landscape features, visual receptors, and visual amenity 

associated with the construction of the Proposed 

Development. 

The LVIA has concluded that the Proposed Development 

will not t have any significant effect on any landscape 

character areas or designations. 

A total of six viewpoints have been assessed for the 

Proposed Development. Three viewpoints are predicted 

to experience no change from the Proposed 

Development, due to the existing topography and 

mature vegetation in the surrounding landscape 

providing visual screening.  

The three other viewpoints are predicted to experience 

no significant effects because of the Proposed 

Development.  

Whilst no significant landscape or visual effects are 

predicted to be experienced during the operational 

phase of the Proposed Development, a detailed 

Landscape Mitigation Plan (LMP) accompanies the 

planning application. The LMP will aid the integration of 

the Proposed Development into the surrounding 

landscape context.  

In direct response to feedback from the local community 

and the results of site assessments, in particular 

landscape planting has been included to the western 

and northern boundary of the Proposed Development 

site to reduce the visual effects for residential properties 

with partial views within the closest proximity of the 

Proposed Development. 

Existing boundaries of either timber post and wire fence 

with some gappy planting is proposed to be enhanced 

with native hedgerow, woodland and specimen tree 

planting. 

Decommissioning and Restoration 

“Would like to see a full ethical sourcing 

statement and more information on 

disposal/recycling of batteries and other 

components.” 

“Will there be a decommissioning bond?” 

 

The Applicant has proven experience in the 

decommissioning of battery storage projects, returning 

the site to its original use in a safe and efficient manner.  

The Proposed Development would be returned to its 

original use at the end of its life.  

Traditionally, decommissioned materials end up in 

landfill, contributing to environmental degradation. The 

Applicant aimed to break this cycle, in the recent 
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decommissioning of two projects, by prioritising reuse 

and recycling for each of the batteries, in addition to the 

transformers, cabling and components that had further 

useful life and also concrete which was repurposed by 

crushing it into aggregate.  

By demonstrating the feasibility of a nearly waste free 

decommissioning process and meeting the goal of 

recycling 98% of all materials of the project, the 

Applicant has created a blueprint for future 

decommissioning projects, paving the way towards a 

more sustainable energy landscape.  

There are current directives to ensure battery producers 

are responsible for minimising harmful effects of waste 

batteries on the environment and they must accept 

batteries for recycling and disposal at the end of life. 

Recovered materials can be used to make new batteries 

from recycled batteries. This reduces manufacturing 

costs, the quantity of materials sent to landfill and our 

reliance on mining.  

Decommissioning obligations will be set out within 

agreements with the landowner. It is also common for 

decommissioning to be secured through a planning 

condition which may include a decommissioning bond 

or escrow account. It is the norm that decommissioning 

bonds/sums are reviewed regularly – usually every 5 

years – to ensure they remain sufficient for the purpose. 

The Applicant is committed to sourcing products in a 

sustainable and responsible way. It is vital that workers 

involved in making the goods are safe and working in a 

sustainable environment free of fraud, corruption, and 

bribery, that human rights are respected, and workers 

are paid a living wage and treated fairly. 

The Applicant’s Supply Chain Code of Conduct lays out 

minimum behavioural standards that it expects of all 

partners and suppliers which may extend beyond 

national laws or other applicable standards. The 

requirements are based upon the UN Global Compact. 

The Applicant has also worked with external consultants 

to map the sustainability and traceability across our 

technology supply chain 

Grid connection 

“I presume you will connect to the grid at 

Ballyvallagh Substation but how do you 

propose to do this?” 

The Proposed Development will connect directly into 

the nearby Ballyvallagh substation.  

Although a grid connection is an integral, requisite part 

of any BESS project, it follows a separate consenting 
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 route undertaken on consent of the BESS project. The 

Applicant will apply to NIE/SONI for a grid connection 

should the Proposed Development be consented.  

Whilst NIE/SONI will be responsible for the grid 

connection, it is expected that all cabling will be 

underground, along the Ballyvallagh Road, to the 

substation. 

Safety 

“[concerned about] radiation” 

“[What are the details of the safety protocols to 

be put in place, particularly regarding fire risk, 

hazardous materials, and emergency 

response?” 

“[I] presume the containers will have reliable 

fire suppression? What is the major incident 

plan?” 

“Battery type – Presumably either LFP (Lithium 

Iron Phosphate) or NMC (Nickel Manganese 

Cobalt)? Preferable LFP which is more 

thermally stable?” 

“Would like more information on potential air 

pollution” 

“The fire service would use water in event of a 

fire, what is incorporated in the design 

regarding supply?” 

“Will it be a gas -based fire suppression 

system?” 

“Concerned about EMR” 

 

 

Batteries do not cause electromagnetic radiation. There 

are elements of the proposed installation such as 

transformers and overhead cables, indeed, wherever 
electricity flows, some electromagnetic radiation is 

produced. All components are designed in accordance 

with stringent directives and codes which ensure that 

any electromagnetic emissions are kept to safe levels. 

All equipment relating to the Proposed Development will 

comply with the Electromagnetic Compatibility (EMC) 

Directive 2014/30/EU. The EMC Directive 2014/30/EU 

limits electromagnetic emissions from equipment to 

ensure that, when used as intended, such equipment 

does not disturb radio and telecommunication, as well 

as other equipment. 

The Proposed Development has been developed to 

address and mitigate against the risk of fire ignition and 

propagation, in a number of ways. The proposed battery 

technology for the Proposed Development is anticipated 

to be lithium iron phosphate (LFP). LFP has better 

stability against thermal runaway at higher 

temperatures compared to some other battery 

chemistries.  

Batteries will be specified to be tested and certified to 

UL 9540A, demonstrating resistance to thermal runaway.  

A number of control measures will also be implemented 

to further reduce risk from fire. These include: 

• Equipment spacing – the design allows for 

adequate spacing between the battery storage 

enclosures to mitigate against the risk of fire 

spread 

• Protection systems - comprising flammable gas 

detection and venting, fire detection and alarm, 

and a gaseous (clean agent), or an aerosol 

based automatic fire suppression system. 

• Access to battery enclosure – all battery 

enclosures will be accessed via external doors 

only. 
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•  Access for emergency services – the design 

incorporates wide access routes through north 

and south corridors and through the centre, 

allowing the fire service to access the Proposed 

Development in the unlikely event of an 

incident. In addition, two access points are 

proposed to the compound from the highway 

An Outline Fire Risk Management Plan (OFRMP) 

accompanies the planning application. If consented, a 

full Fire Safety Management Plan will be developed for 

the Proposed Development, in liaison with all relevant 

parties including the local fire and rescue services. 

It is intended that an onsite water supply would not be 

required to achieve the fire response strategy outlined 

within the OFRMP. However, if agreed as necessary, a 

sufficient water supply in line with NFCC Guidance could 

be achieved through provision of either a piped hydrant 

sourcing the water from an existing water main at the 

Ballyvallagh Road, or a permanent storage tank on-site. 

In the event of a thermal run-away incident hydrogen 

fluoride gas can be produced. If released, this gas will 

form a cloud presenting a toxicity hazard. As an 

appendix to the OFRMP, a toxic cloud assessment is 

included which shows that no occupied premises are 

located within this cloud radius therefore the potential 

risk to the public is low. 

Acoustics 

“[concerned about] noise” 

“Will destroy the peace and quiet of the 

landscape with noise pollution” 

“Will there be noise from the batteries?” 

 

 

The main sources of sound from the Proposed 

Development would be from the cooling fans for the 

inverters housed within the Power Conversion System 

(PCS) units, air conditioning for the battery enclosures, 

and the transformers. 

The Proposed Development has been designed to 

comply with strict noise limits set by the LPA, to ensure 

residential properties are not affected.  

A detailed Acoustic Assessment has been carried out, in 

conjunction with the LPA’s Environmental Health team. 

The results indicate that the sound emitted by the 

Proposed Development, operating in isolation and in a 

cumulative context, can be considered to have ‘No 

Observed Effect Level’ in terms of government policy 

and guidance provided within the Noise Policy 

Statement for Northern Ireland during the daytime and 

night-time. 
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Proximity to properties and property value 

“Value to my house” 

“How close is it to houses?” 

“Will lose my view, peace and tranquillity from 

property and land” 

“Very close to my house” 

 

 

The Proposed Development has been specifically 

located close to the existing Ballyvallagh electrical 

substation where the project will connect to the wider 

grid network via an underground connection.  

BESS need to be located as close as possible to the 

substation from which its grid connection is provided in 

order to limit electrical losses and ensure efficiency of 

the system. By locating the Proposed Development here, 

there is also minimum requirement for additional 

overhead and/or undergrown cables to connect the 

project to the grid network, therefore limiting any 

environmental impacts. 

The project compound is located a minimum of 200m 

from the nearest occupied residential property. 

Property value is subjective and can be affected by a 

range of factors. At this time, there is no firm evidence 

on whether BESS do or do not affect house prices. 

Environment and ecology 

“[What] measures [are] being taken to mitigate 

environmental impact during both the 

construction and operational phases of the 

project?” 

“[Are there] any anticipated effects on local 

waterways, including potential risks to water 

quality and natural habitats, and what 

protections are being put in place?” 

“I don't anticipate this having any detrimental 

effect on the local environment. Especially if all 

the environmental steps are completed.” 

“Keep the 2 water sources for my cattle intact 

plus prevent any pollution to them” 

“Too big a risk of damaged cells and leakage of 

toxins into the water table” 

The planning application is supported by an Ecological 

Impact Assessment (EcIA).  EcIA is the process of 

identifying, quantifying and evaluating the potential 

effects of the Proposed Development on ecological 

features. 

The EcIA concludes, with the implementation of 

mitigation measures, there will be no significant impact 

on biodiversity at a site level with an increase in 

hedgerow and grassland species diversity. 

The proposed planting regime set out in the LMP aims to 

connect the site to habitat in the surrounding 

environment by planting continuous lines of trees, or 

hedgerows which are not obstructed by infrastructure or 

illuminated and allow the free movement of mammals. 

Hedgerow planting will occur, using a native species 

hedgerow mix to aid in developing a more established, 

dense and species diverse understory which many 

hedgerows on the site currently lack. An estimated 180m 

of hedgerow will be created, replacing the existing 

fencing on site. All hedgerow or treelines removed will 

be compensatory planted at a 2:1 ratio, ensuring a net-

gain of habitats. 

The Proposed Development is  hydrologically connected 

to a number of designated sites. All construction works 

will be carried out in accordance with DAERA Pollution 

Prevention Guidance (DAERA, 2024). 
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A 10m land buffer will be maintained between all 

construction works and nearby watercourses in order to 

avoid and/or minimise adverse effects from pollution 

and runoff.  

In addition, an Outline Construction Environmental 

Management Plan (OCEMP) and Shadow Habitats 

Regulations Assessment (sHRA) have been prepared 

and accompany the planning application, detailing 

methods for reducing impact on waterbodies from 

sedimentation and potential hydrocarbon spills.   

Fire water containment is incorporated into the overall 

site drainage design for the Proposed Development.  

Although the use of water is not anticipated while 

responding to an unlikely fire incident, boundary cooling 

may be employed to minimise the risk of propagation 

between adjacent containers. Since water would then 

not be applied directly to the battery enclosure it is 

anticipated that this run-off water would have a low 

concentration of contaminants.  

Runoff water used to cool the units will be initially 

intercepted and contained within the gravel bases. This 

will allow a compartmentalised approach to the 

containment of water in the unlikely event of fire. 

Penstocks will be installed to allow further containment 

of potentially contaminated water for testing prior to 

either tanking offsite if contaminated or alternatively 

discharged in accordance with the approved drainage 

strategy. 

Community benefit 

“Any community funding available to support 

community projects as part of the 

development?” 

“What will be the mechanism for the 

community benefit?” 

“Just attempting to bribe local people to 

support the project” 

 

Whilst noting that community benefits are a voluntary 

contribution and not a material planning consideration, 

the Applicant seeks to be a Power for Good in 

communities that neighbour their projects by working 

openly and constructively to deliver tangible local 

benefits.  

The Applicant believes that the Proposed Development 

should provide direct, lasting benefits aligned to the 

priorities and aims of the local communities.  

As part of our pre-application consultation, the 

Applicant sought feedback on ideas, from the local 

community and stakeholders, for local benefits and 

priority projects that they would like to see supported or 

delivered in their community from the Proposed 

Development, should it receive consent. 

Ideas received from the local community include: 
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• Support for small and/or start-up local 

businesses 

• Support for community organisations 

• Footpath improvements 

The Applicant looks forward to continuing these 

conversations with stakeholders and the local 

community, should the Proposed Development receive 

consent. 

Consultation and engagement 

“Any long-term monitoring or community 

engagement plans post-installation?” 

As set out within the OCEMP, throughout the 

construction period of the Proposed Development, an 

open dialogue will be maintained with local residents, 

stakeholders and all other interested parties.  

The local community will be provided with regular 

updates on construction progress and upcoming 

activities through appropriate channels.  

There will be a nominated point of contact for local 

residents in connection with any issues that may arise 

during construction, operation and decommissioning of 

the Proposed Development.  

Any change to the appointed person shall be 

communicated to the planning authority and the local 

community representatives as required. 

 

7 Summary 

The Applicant believes that consultation and effective communication is extremely important when developing 

a battery energy storage project.  

The Applicant has engaged proactively on the Proposed Development in order to facilitate an early and 

constructive consultation process and used a variety of methods to communicate and engage with the local 

community, stakeholders and other interested parties. This facilitated a strong public understanding of the 

potential impacts and benefits of the Proposed Development.  

This PACC Report sets out the consultation in respect of a full planning application for the Proposed 

Development. It confirms that all necessary statutory pre-application consultation has been undertaken and 

shows that the Applicant engaged early with the local community to encourage a constructive consultation 

process.  

Analysis of the comment forms from the first public exhibition shows that 87% of respondents supported or 

were neutral to the Proposed Development. Analysis of the comment forms from the second public exhibition 

shows that 50% of respondents supported or were neutral and 25% of respondents had concerns about the 

Proposed Development. 25% did not provide an answer. 
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Wherever possible, the Applicant has considered the feedback that was received as the design was refined and 

finalised. This included: 

• Changing the proposed delivery route to avoid impact on Ballynure 

• Additional visual screening to the north and west of the Proposed Development, to further minimise 

potential visibility 

The Applicant is committed to continuing the open dialogue it has established with the local community during 

pre-application community consultation and as the planning process continues, as outlined within this PACC 

Report. 

The Proposed Development’s website at www.ballyross-energystorage.co.uk will be updated regularly to 

enable people to keep up to date with the latest news about the Proposed Development as it progresses. Once 

the planning application has been validated by the LPA, the Applicant will write to stakeholders and members 

of the community who have asked to be kept updated on the Proposed Development. The Applicant will 

provide them with the planning reference number and contact details for the LPA’s Planning Department, 

should they wish to submit a formal representation. 

  

http://www.ballyross-energystorage.co.uk/
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Appendices 

Appendix A.   Letter emailed to elected representatives – 11 December 2024 

Appendix B.   Community pre-exhibition newsletter mailing – 9 January 2025 

Appendix C. Pre-exhibition advertising – 9 January 2025 

Appendix D.   Public exhibition information boards – 23 January 2025 

Appendix E.   Comment form – 23 January 2025 

Appendix F. Community pre-exhibition newsletter mailing – 17 April 2025 

Appendix G. Pre-exhibition advertising – 17 April 2025 

Appendix H. Public exhibition information boards – 29 April 2025 

Appendix I. Comment form – 29 April 2025 

Appendix J. MLA presentation - 7 January and 24 January 2025 

Appendix K. MLA presentation – 11 June 2025 
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Appendix A Letter emailed to elected representatives – 11 December 2024 
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Appendix B Community pre-exhibition newsletter mailing – 9 January 2025 
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Appendix C Pre-exhibition advertising – 9 January 2025 
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Appendix D Public exhibition information boards – 23 January 2025 
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Appendix E Comment form – 23 January 2025 
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Appendix F Community pre-exhibition newsletter mailing – 17 April 2025 
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Appendix G Pre-exhibition advertising – 17 April 2025 
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Appendix H Public exhibition information boards – 29 April 2025 
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Appendix I Comment form – 29 April 2025 
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Appendix J MLA presentation - 7 January and 24 January 2025 
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Appendix K MLA presentation – 11 June 2025 
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